|_H Supporting Early Literacy in Natural Environments

Adapting story-tinme to engage
the child wth special needs.

Li stening while a story is being read to a
group can be challenging for many preschool ers
with special needs. An itinerant speci al
educator and a preschool teacher working
together can create story-tines that are
engagi ng and productive for everyone. For
exanpl e, children with delays in the area of
| anguage, may attend better to predictable
books. A child with a physical disability may
need to sit in a bean bag chair rather than on
the floor. Children with social delays may need their own carpet mats to
help themto stay in their own space during the story.

It may be tenpting to conclude that the child with special needs is
just not ready to participate in story tinme. However, children with
devel opnental delays need to get the nbost out of every minute of their
preschool day and it is our job to help themdo that. Katins (1994) who
studi ed the devel opnent of literacy in children with disabilities concl uded
that “the challenge for teachers of young children with special needs is to
adopt curriculum and procedures simlar to, yet nore structured than, those
successfully used with non-disabled | earners” (p. 66).

Following is a list of nodifications that mght be made to a cl assroom
story time. There is space left at the end for you to jot down additiona
i deas as they cone to you. The list is |ong not because you need to nake
| ots of changes but because you have so many choices. As you read through
this list try to keep an open m nd about how, when and where stories should
be presented. Wth an open mnd and sone creativity you and your itinerant
t eacher can provide everyone in your class with an engagi ng story
experi ence.

1. Alter the Physical Environment.
a. Provide children with individual boundaries by having themsit on
carpet squares.
b. Take the tine to arrange children to be sure that all can see the
st or ybook.
c. Use big books with large illustrations that are easier for
everyone in a large group to see.

2. Alter the Timng of Story-reading.
a. Read stories during free choice time in the book area.
b. Read nore sophisticated stories to older children during nap-
tinme.
c. Read during small groups instead of at circle tine.

3. Simplify the Activity.
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a. Select short stories then over tinme increase the |length of the
stories.

b. Read a story with sinple repetitive | anguage.

c. Use a word-1ess story book.

Use Child Preferences:
a. Let the child hold a favorite quiet toy (e.g. teddy bear) during
the story.
b. Have a favorite person (adult or peer) sit next to themat story
tinme.
c. Incorporate the child s favorite topic into story tine.

Use Speci al Equi pnent

. Use a special chair to provide stability.
Use a | ap buddy to apply weight to the lap to encourage sitting.
Make a sticky-story for a hands-on story experience.
Let children hold an object related to the story. For exanple
everyone holds a small snooth stone when reading Stone Soup

o0 TOD

Provi de Adult Support
a. Have an adult sit behind the child to provide assistance when the
story requires actions, sound effects or chimng in for repeating
phrases.
b. Hold story-tinme when nore adults are available to either sit wth
the children or to break the group into smaller groups.

Provi de Peer Support
a. Uilize a seating arrangenent so that the target child is seated
bet ween peers who will consistently nodel appropriate behavior
b. If calling on children to answer questions about the story, cal
on a child who will nodel an appropriate response just before
calling on the target child.

I nvol ve Parents
a. Send books home to be read before the book is introduced in
cl ass.
b. Ask parents for titles of the child s favorite books and perhaps
borrow t hem
c. Invite parents in to either read to a small group or to provide
support.

. Alter Your Presentation of Stories

a. Plan for nore active audi ence participation.

b. Introduce the story with real life props to make the story
personal ly rel evant.

c. Use objects, puppets or flannel board pieces that represent
characters or objects in the story. Mve themto denonstrate the
| anguage you are using.
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d. Set a purpose for listening. For exanple, instruct the children
to make wi |l d-thing noi ses when they hear the words “wild thing”
(Wat son, Layton & Pierce 1994).

e. Repeat books. Children will attend better to “favorites”.

Jot Your |deas Here:
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